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Report Highlights:  

Rice export prices increased 1-4 percent due to the concern about limited water supplies for 
MY2019/20 off-season rice planting.



Market Tone

Rice export prices increased 1-4 percent from the previous week as local traders and millers are 
concerned about limited water supplies for MY2019/20 off-season rice plantings.  The government 
agreed with the Royal Irrigation Department to restrict irrigation for the coming off-season rice 
plantings due to critically low reservoirs’ levels.  Presently, water supplies in major reservoirs are 60 
percent lower than the previous year’s levels.  The government has alerted farmers about irrigation 
restrictions for MY2019/20 off-season rice plantings as current water supplies are only 20 percent above 
the lowest levels in 2015 when the government had to restrict irrigation for agriculture that resulted in a 
record low off-season rice production in MY2015/16.

Rice Export Update

Unofficial and preliminary rice exports (excluding fragrant rice) for November 18-24, 2019, totaled 
80,511 metric tons, up 4,447 metric tons from the previous week and up 3,998 metric tons from the four 
weeks moving average of 76,513 metric tons (Table 2).  Rice exports from January 1 – November 24, 
2019, totaled 5,411,979 metric tons, down 36 percent from the same period last year. 

Table 2: Weekly Rice Exports (Excluding Fragrant Rice) 
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